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. Cuba Backgroynd

By F. YORICK BLUMENFELD
WASHINGTON — Echoes of last
spring’s disastrous invasion of Cuba will

" soon be heard on Capitol Hill. Because

. the Central Intelligence Agency pulled
the strings in that attempt to foépple
Castro’s dictaiorship, and because the
attempt failed, new life has been in-
jected into an old proposal to subject
this super-secret arm of the federal gov-

-ernment to a degree of congressional
supervision.

The Senate foreign relations committee
is going to put down for public hearing a

* resolution sponsored by Sen. Eugene J.
McCarthy, D-Minn., and co-sponsored by
18 other Democratic senators and three
Republican senators. The resolution, in-
-troduced shortly after the anti-Castro
forces met disaster at the Bay of Pigs
last April, would establish a. joint con-
gressional committee to exercise “some
.kind of continuing supervision over fore-
ign policy activities and foreign intelli-
gence . . . programs.” h
1A simjlar proposal was rejected by the
'Senate in 1956. Senator Carl Hayden de-
Fclared then that “Congress has no right
- . . to regulate an agency . . . designed
(solely: to provide the President. with in-
formation to enable him to make deci-
sions.” Considerable concern was ex-

pressed also lest establishment of such

a committee lead to disclosure by mem-
bers of the committee of information
that should be held secret. Yet the joint
committee on atomic energy, on which

the proposed new joint committee would -

be patterned, has functioned . satisfac-
torily in another highly sensitive field.

Dissatisfaction with' the CIA’ . per- -
formance in the 'Cuban affair, 9nd grow- :
ing uneasiness over the agency’s par-
ticipation in undercover operations of '

that character, may win the, present
proposal for congressional oversight of
foreign intelligence activities a m o re
sympathetic hearing than it received in

1956. Hweryone recognizes that effective °
intellighnice-gathering activities are vi.
tal* e security of the United States.
But S@®ether - an intelligence agency

#ngage also in freéwheeling par-
- amylita¥y operations that may, if un.
- susgssiul, gravely compromise th e
country’s interests and prestige now
scénrdglebatable. - - :

T # understood that, following th e
Cdban invasion, bt the President’s
‘fqre‘ig;y‘_‘_intellﬁgeqqg."kﬁvisoqy oard and
a special board of inquiry headed by
General Maxwell D. Taylor s€commend-
ed: that conduct of paramilitary opera-
‘tions be turned over to the Defense De-

~ Senators Want to Ride

ﬁ‘us

~ Herd on Secret Agency

partment. While President Kennedy is
believed to have placed some curbs on
CIA, he is not known to have stripped it
of responsibility for undercover opera-
tions unrelated to intelligence gather-
ing. Reorganization of the agency is
now proceeding under leadership of its
new director, former Atomic Energy
Commission Chairman John A. McCone,
who took over from Allen W. Dulles on
Nov. 29.

Nearly a score of federal departments
and agencies, in addition to CIA have
intelligence units of their own or par-
ticipate in analysis and evaluation of ma-
terial of interest in particular fields. The
Central Intelligence Agency, created by
the National Security Act of 1947, is
directly responsible to the National Se-
curity Council and evaluates on an over-
all basis the information gathered by its

‘own agents and by other intelligence

-units. ..

The focal point of American intelli- .
gence naturally is the Soviet Union ang
things Soviet, and there have been for-
midable obstgfles to surmount. Lack of
qualified ‘tangusge and area specialistg
and the Kremlin’s habits' of extreme :
secrecy have made it difficult both to
obtain information and to evaluate it

adequately.




